e “-wh‘.g-n's Kidsp

' Start

Dear Families and Caregivers,

We know the transition children make into kindergarten can be difficult to
navigate. It is important that families feel supported and know how they can
encourage children during this important transition. We put this packet together
in order to give you some information and guidance on how you can help
children transition smoothly into kindergarten.

Our community has worked together to provide you with some valuable
resources that will give ideas on how you can support children over the next few
months. A child’s most valuable resource is their family or caregiver and the
time that is spent together reading, exploring, and having fun! While these are
recommendations, it is not necessary for children to be able to do everything on
the list to start kindergarten.

This packet contains a variety of information related to preparing children for
success in kindergarten, what children will be learning in kindergarten, and fun
things that you can do together to develop and support children’s skills!

We want to ensure that every child (& family/caregiver) is prepared for this
transition into kindergarten. By working together we can make this a successful
and enjoyable experience for everyone!

Sincerely,

The School Readiness Advisory Committee
A workgroup of the Ingham Great Start Collaborative

2/4/16 Visit the Ingham GSC website at www.InghamGreatStart.org
Check out our Facebook Page at http://www.facebook.com/InghamGreatStart
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Language Development

Answering questions about a story you’ve
read together

Taking two or more turnsin a
conversation

Using words learned from stories,
experiences and conversation

Being understood by most people

Using |, he, she, him, her, his, and hers
correctly

Literacy Development

Playing with sounds in words (rhyming,
beginning sounds)

Identifying 10 or more upper and
lowercase letters and some of the sounds
they make

Recognizing his or her own written name
Looking at a book front to back and turns
the pages one at a time

Writing his or her first name beginning
with a capital and finishing with
lowercase

Mathematical Development:

Verbally counting to 20

Physically counting out 10 objects
correctly

Identifying numbers 1-10

Identifying basic shapes (square, circle,
triangle, rectangle, diamond, oval)
Creating a two part pattern (green, white,
green, white)

Sorting objects by something they have in
common (color, size, shape etc.)

Children learn many different skills in the following areas that will help
them be ready to succeed in kindergarten. Some of these skills include:

Physical Development

Jumping with two feet

Maintaining personal space

Using a tripod grasp (thumb and two
fingers) to write or draw a letter, numeral,
or shape

Using child size scissors

Social Development

Trusting other adults and children
Playing with, not just next to, other
children

Learning and participating in a group

Emotional Development

Separating from primary caregiver for an
extended period of time

Taking care of his or her own need:s (i.e.
wiping after toileting, washing hands)
Controlling the expression of his or her
feelings

Approaches to Learning

Showing curiosity and motivation to learn
new things

Spending 10-15 minutes work on
interesting tasks

Focusing and concentrating on an activity
for 10-15 minutes (i.e. listening to story)
Remembering and connecting experiences
with environment (grocery store, library)
Following two step directions and
remembering simple routines

Sticking with and solving simple
problems (i.e. putting together a puzzle)
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